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January 3, 2017

Dear Ambassador Lighthizer,

We write to you to share our perspective on the International Trade Commission’s (ITC)
recommendation in Investigation No. TA-201-76, Large Residential Washers. As you consider
the ITC’s recommendation, we wanted to provide an Ohio viewpoint in the case.

As you may know, one of the petitioners in this case is Whirlpool, which manufactures washing
machines at their facility in Clyde, Ohio. In 2008, Whirlpool took a bold step and stopped
sourcing its washers from its overseas facilities. That same year Whirlpool invested $100 million
in its Clyde plant. Today, Whirlpool is an intrinsic part of Clyde. Scott Black, Clyde’s Mayor —
who met his wife at the Whirlpool factory — is adamant: “Without Whirlpool being here, Clyde
would still be a village and not a city.” Thanks to the best workforce in the world and cutting
edge technology this plant produces every large residential washer sold by Whirlpool in the
United States. Every four seconds a high-quality machine comes off the assembly line.

Unfortunately, Whirlpool’s investment in Ohio and the United States has been threatened by
unfairly imported washing machines from overseas. We both have been very active in the series
of trade cases filed, and won, by Whirlpool over the years and know that a strong remedy in this
global safeguard case is vital for securing a level playing field in this industry.

Mindful of the need for a strong remedy, we are concerned that the ITC’s recommendation is
insufficient to provide meaningful relief to domestic washer manufacturers and the thousands of
workers they employ. We believe that a full remedy in this case involves three components.

First, it must include a fifty percent tariff on washer imports. The current tariff rate quota which
provides zero to twenty percent duties on the first 1.2 million units is insufficient at curbing the
flood of unfair washing machine imports that we have seen for years. We believe a fifty percent
tariff on all imports will go a long way to slowing the flow of these unfair products.

Second, the global safeguard remedy must apply to the Republic of Korea. Unfortunately the
need for the current global safeguard action is the result of unfair trade practices on the part of
two foreign producers — Samsung and LG — who manufacture their machines in the Republic of
Korea. To exclude exports from this country is to create a loophole large enough to eviscerate
the effectiveness of this section 201 remedy.

Third, we recommend that you call for a quota on covered parts such as tubs, drums, and
cabinets. This will assist in making the remedy effectual and complete.
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We are pleased to see the ITC find that there has been injury in this case, and that the ITC agreed
that there should be no product exclusion as part of the remedy. These findings form the basis of
a strong remedy that helps American workers and communities, like Clyde, continue to grow,
and we believe that with the inclusion of the above recommendations, this global safeguard
action will be a success. Ultimately, a strong remedy in this case — one that embraces the
aforementioned recommendations — will provide the level playing field that lets American
companies, and workers, compete, and win. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Rob Portman Sherrod Brown

U.S. Senator U.S. Senator



